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Wichael McCollumThe Record
Stockton Assistant Police Chief Blair Ulring reads citations Wednesday
afternoon for Algjandra Contreras, left, Chau Mguyen and John Taylor,
right, for their personal valor in an accident involving two police
cruisers during an awards ceremony at the Police Department.
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By Christian Burkin
Record Staff Writer
January 15, 2009 6:00 AM

STOCKTON - When two police cruisers collided at an intersection,
then careened into other cars before bursting into flames, there was
John Taylor, without a fire extinguisher, surveying the wreck.

Then he saw Alejandra Contreras, standing ahead of a crowd that
had gathered around the intersection of Hammer and West lanes,
and carrying a fire extinguisher almost as big as she was.

"There's this little angel standing there with a fire extinguisher in her
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Contreras; Taylor, who doused the flames with the extinguisher;
and Chau Nguyen, who helped others before bringing his own fire
extinguisher, may have saved the life of Stockton police Officer
Richard Vanover, who was trapped, unconscious, inside a burning
patrol car.

$23,777
2006 Dodge Magnum
Elk Grove Toyota

2009 Ford Econoline 350
Super Duty
BIG VALLEY FORD
LINCOLN MERCURY
Featured Jobs - from

ValleyJobFinder.com

Advice for President
Obama

MORE REPORTS F

Inauguration 2009
The Stockton Police Department honored them, three other citizens,
two paramedics and two police officers Wednesday for acting with
speed and bravery when they were needed.
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"This is a perfect example of citizens taking action when
necessary," he said. "Action that's necessary to keep the streets of
Stockton safe."

Also recognized were two American Medical Response paramedics,
Anthony Daniello and Michael Denu, who came to the aid of a
Stockton police officer under assault by an intoxicated driver after a
crash.

The Police Department also lauded two of its own.

Officer Kevin Duffy was awarded the Golden Star for saving the life
of a woman under attack by a knife-wielding man, and Officer Greg ~ ®
Gall was given a Meritorious Service Award for twice saving a girl

from jumping from the sixth story of a parking garage. °

e Read our blogs written by Record staff.

Send us your snapshots for publication in
our readers’ photo galleries.

Submit events for our online calendar.

http://www.recordnet.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article ?AID=/20090115/A_ NEWS/901150329

Page 1 of 2

1/20/2009



Recordnet.com: Police honor residents' acts of bravery Page 2 of 2

Contact reporter Christian Burkin at (209) 546-8279 or
cburkin@recordnet.com.
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